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BRANSTON JUNIOR ACADEMY

CURRICULUM AND LEARNING POLICY
1.0 SCOPE
1.1 This policy outlines the nature, purpose and management of the ‘Curriculum’ and ‘Learning Development’ at Branston Junior Academy. The overall main points are described below with separate appendices for the specific subjects; which are: 
· Art (including ‘The Arts’)
· Design and Technology
· Geography
· History
· Mathematics (including ‘Calculations’)
· Modern Foreign Languages 
· Music
· Reading
· Science
· Speaking and Listening
· SPaG
· Writing
· RE (Also features in SMSCH policy)

· PE (Also features in SMSCH policy)

· PSHE (Also features in SMSCH policy)

1.2
Please note: Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE), Relationships and Sex Education, Drugs Education, Physical Activity and Religious Education are all covered in the ‘Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural, Health Education’ (SMSCH) Policy.

2.0 NATURE AND PURPOSE

2.1 Learning is the core purpose of this Academy. It applies to: 
· curricular learning - resulting in increases in knowledge, skill and understanding of different subjects

· learning as a skill - learning ‘how’ to Learn (metacognition)
· emotional learning - learning about oneself and others 
· citizenship learning - learning about ourselves as participants in a modern British Society and preparing ourselves for our role as global citizens
· learning to be part of a team – supporting others, learning tactics, learning how to be resilient, learning how to play different roles within a team
· reflective learning – learning how lifestyle choices contribute to physical and mental wellbeing in and beyond school
2.2 The purpose of work undertaken by Branston Junior Academy is to enable the children to achieve their full potential as learners and individuals. This is achieved though the educational activities that are planned and organised, and the opportunities that are provided to encourage children’s personal development. Children are encouraged to take increasing responsibility for their behaviour and learning, to make judgments and use their initiative. 

2.3
This Academy has the following aspirations:

Life is an unwritten page…our mission is to prepare children for an exciting and unknown future by encouraging Resilience, Reflection, Responsibility, Respect and Relationships. Together we will support children to write their own unique adventure, because ‘Learning is a habit for life’.

BJA Mission Statement
2.4 Children’s ability to make the best educational and social progress depends on the Academy’s understanding of:

· how effective learning occurs

· how to stimulate learning

· how to monitor, assess and record children’s learning progress

· how to cater for the range of learning needs

2.5 The Academy believes that successful learning is constructive, incremental, contextual, best in a co-operative situations and goal focused

2.6
This Academy believes that successful learning takes place when children are taught:

· in a stimulating and structured way
· work that is meaningful, relevant and challenging

· in ways appropriate to their learning so that they become more confident in using and applying their skills

3 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT
3.4 The whole school follows the same curriculum topics, as outlined in the 4-Year Curriculum Map. Each topic includes a ‘Wow Day’ which is either a visit away from the school, a visitor to the school or a day of internal activities. (Care is taken to ensure that for each academic year, there is one of each, so as to not to have expensive costs of three visits in one academic year).

3.5 Staff create Medium Term Plans collaboratively before the start of the term as well as informal weekly plans, using the Key Skills of the Curriculum alongside subject progression documents. 
3.6 All staff are responsible for the development of children’s learning.
3.7 Individual learning needs are catered for, through the use of:

· the grouping of children, when appropriate, according to ability

· the setting of high expectations, clear learning objectives and clear success criteria

· work differentiated to suit the needs of a learner

· teacher assessments

· Individual Learning Plans (ILP’s), where appropriate
· The use of scaffolding to allow all learners to access the lesson
And by a variety of teaching styles, including:

· whole class teaching

· group work

· one to one teaching 

· precision teaching

· providing a variety of exciting learning opportunities

3.8 Individual learning needs are identified in a range of ways, including:

· monitoring of children’s progress through teacher assessment against the achievement of learning objectives, the progress of their peers and local and national expectations

· the outcome of statutory and non-statutory tests

· diagnostic tests

· any Special Educational Needs assessments

3.9 Through the use of the activities planned plus the teaching of actual ‘Learning to Learn’ strategies; all children will be given opportunities to become independent learners across the curriculum.

3.10 IT will be used regularly to encourage thinking skills, collaborative work and decision-making, across the curriculum.

3.11 
Through professional development, teachers will become more knowledgeable about learning styles and skills, and apply that knowledge in the classroom.

3.12 
Teachers will be encouraged to develop their understanding of the learning process through INSET, sharing of good practice and through reading articles in the press and other literature.

4 INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS AND GOVERNORS
4.4 Parents will be encouraged to foster their children’s learning skills and progress, through the use of the ‘Planner’ and through the Academy’s Homework Policy.

4.5 Parents are provided with information on the Academy’s’ Curriculum through detailed information on the Academy’s website.
4.6 Governors will be kept informed of children’s learning progress through Governing Body Meetings and through the Headteacher’s Report.

5 ASSESSMENT, REPORTING AND REVIEW

5.4 Teacher assessment against the core subject objectives of the curriculum, will be made as part of ongoing APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) activities and at the end of every unit of study. 
5.5 Progress will be recorded in Formative and Summative sections of the EAZMAG online tracking system. It is also recorded in individual Key Skills Booklets.
5.6 Monitoring of Pupil Progress helps to encourage consistently high standards and attainment. This is regularly carried out by:

· Assessment Leader who checks and analyses the summative data 
· Maths, English and Science leads- who analyses subject-specific data at each checkpoint 
· Senior Leadership Meetings – who meet to analyse the data for strengths and weaknesses across the whole school

· Governing Body Meetings – who discuss the analysis of data after checkpoints and any subsequent actions.

· External support; such as Peer Review, External Advisor etc – who meet with the Headteacher to discuss data analysis, actions and implications etc.

5.7 Children’s work will be assessed and progress reported to Parents in annual written reports at the end of each academic year and in Parent’s Evenings which are held each term.
5.8 Individual targets, to encourage consistently high standards of attainment and continuous improvement; will be set for each child, at the start of each academic year, following the results of statutory and non-statutory tests and ongoing teacher assessment. These targets may be amended during the course of the academic year. 
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APPENDIX 2: COMPUTING
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APPENDIX 3: DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
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APPENDIX 4: GEOGRAPHY
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APPENDIX 5: HISTORY
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APPENDIX 6: MATHEMATICS
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APPENDIX 7: MODERN FOREIGN LANUAGES
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APPENDIX 9: READING
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APPENDIX 11:  SPEAKING AND LISTENING
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APPENDIX 13: WRITING
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APPENDIX 14: RE
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APPENDIX 15: PE 
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APPENDIX 17: PSHE 
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‘Gevelop other PSHE skils through having specfic responsibities within school ~ ‘Peer Mediator’ and
School Council Extra curricular opportunities to help the wider world = harvest,visit 1o care home.

Reflection:Reflct ontheir wn actions to enable them to mprove ordo things differently next time.
Relationships: Encourage pupils to buld healthy relationships withthe people around them.
Responsibiltes: Seing responsivie fortheir own actons and knowing ight from wrong, As well 35 being|
responsible for theirpart withinthe community. Learing the importance ofthe responsibilty of
Keeping themselves safe in the wider world.

[ ew ]

PSHE lessons provide an inclusive environment where pupils feel comfortable ar
carefully planned and resourced, including appropriate support and scaffolding
that engages and challenges them.

ind safe to discuss their opinions, feelings and emotions. Lessons are
50 our children with SEND can access their learning at an appropriate level

Pupls can

*

Papts can Pupiscandemonstrate and talk ) (“Puplsdsplay and ) foplscan demonstrate and explin ) Pups demanstratean

obupts | |semonstate 30015 i o thy | sbout unerstanng ana mansgi | takaboutportanceof nl partcgatin o | understaning and

emonstate||sbout making oSN | e s || senavwrs, engs snd monons || temseves i3 B v

sttty | et sece || devep thesks | |inan aporoprate and psitive way, | postve way and are Intheir actions, as well

S“h“_h! Femotional health in PSHE. [as well as respecting other’s feelir able to identify their explain what life might be
and b agood end. (o). own srengis
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Planning

Implementation - How do we achieve our aims?

=

I year 3/4,children have access to whole novels which are used for guided reading,
twice a week. Over the two years, teachers have access t0 8 novels to choose from,
‘each year covers 3 novels. The other three days a week, include the use of Cracking
Comprehensions and Reading Detectives. This allows time for the teaching of skils and
Some independent work. These sessions are taught as whole class reading.

10 year 5/6, we alternate per term between whole class reading and guided reading.
With whole class reading, we use Cracking Comprehensions. Children have taught
sessions where we discuss vocabulary and ook at how best to answer questions, 2s
well a5 independent work using a ifferent text;

In guided reading, the children have one guided session with the class teacherIn this,
we use one text over two weeks (from Reading Detectives). The frst week we focus on
eading and understanding the text and vocabulary within it whist the second is based
‘on comprehension skils. Chldren also have access t0.a book where they work
independently reading, answering questions and completing follow=up tasks to show
their understanding.

Assessment

Children are regularly assessed formatively using our online EAZMAG' ysten.

They willalso have 2 speciic reading weeks throughout each term when key skils will
be taught and assessed against. Children also complete assessments weekly when
working independently on Cracking Comprehensions.

SEND. )

Reading for Pleasure

in year 3/a, teachers encourage reading forpleasure through sharing shortstoriesin class treasuries of
books. These treasuries provide chidren with a wide range of tories from different authors about a
range of different topics.

in year 5/6, teachers share whole class novels which s used purely to support and nspire a love for
reading through a variety of novels chosen specificall as books to read for pleasure.

Understanding the ich and varied vocabulary across a wide range of texts s a priorty for our children,
s such, discussion of key vocabulary is  focus within our planning, Children are provided with the
‘opportunity to discuss and understand the vocabulary within their texts. Tis enables the children to
increase their understanding and then use this wider vocabulary within thelr own writng,

Values
Resilience - children are encouraged to build thei stamina when reading a range of books

Reflection — chldren reflect on the text and respond appropriatelyto.a range of comprehension
questions

Responsibilty  children are expected to take responsibiiy for thei learning, partcipating actively in
lessons and always trying their best

Relationships - children share work and ideas with thelr peers i supportive environment

Respect - children willrespect each other and allow for allchildren to work to the best of their ablity by
helping to support and positive learning environment.

have a phonic levelled reading book plus another to share at home.

Children with SEND receive support in a number of ifferent ways in reading. These include IDL, Rapid Reading and RWI. These are delivered in smal groups supported by both teachers and
teaching assistants. Our aimis to support and improve their reading fluency and comprehension. The children have access to reading materials appropriate fo thelr stage of learning. We have a
whole school reading scheme which allows progress across the school. Children who are the RWI intervention programme have access to supportive reading materias rom RWI in order that they

Impact - How do we know if we've ac

ieved our aims?
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Implementation - How do we achieve our aims?

Planning

There is a one hour lesson per week when SPaG s taught. The children are spitnto
different sets for SPaG in order for children to achieve successfully. As partof each
5PaG lesson, chidren with be taught a specific spelling rule. We use Rising Stars
Spellingsin order to assure that alrules will be taught progressively from year 3 to
year6.

Assessment
Weekly formative assessment and marked off on EAZVMAG

The Big Spell spelling test s completed once a big term. Once marked, children may
need to repeat some of the previous spellings as the idea of Spaced Learning s o,
nable children to embed spellings in thelrlong term memory

Vocabulary
‘The acquisiton of  wide ariety of vocabulary is the key t learning across the whole.
curriculum, whether descriptive o topic-based. Therefore, it s essential that, as
teachers, we develop vocabulry, bulding on children's current knowledge. Our aim
should be to increase thelr store of words and the ablitytolink these words nto their
reading, writing and speech, in order that they are abl to confidently make links for
themselves. Chidren should be given the opportunity to iscover shades in meaning
between similar words. Ths will enable the children to develop their own repertoire of
words avalable o them when they wrte. t i lso vitalfor children to improve their
comprehension sils that they understand the meaning of words they come across in all
areas of the curriculum.

¢y A

‘Spaced Learning spellings

‘Across the schoo, all chidren have access to thelr own personalised spellings. Each term begins with a
Big Spell’ where the chidren are given a spelling test depending on the level of the chld. Once.
completed and marked, children will ave  copy of the sheet and these will show them the spellings
they need to learn. Chldren write down their weekly spellings ( 5 spellings for year 3/4 and 7 for year
5/6 per week) A Big Spell is completed once every big term.

I SEND.

Children are taught insets n order to focus the learning for them. Some children, who are stil working
on phonics, have interventions using Rapid Reading, Rapid Writing and RWI. We have chosen to invest in
RWI 25 2 specic phonics focus a it i the programme used at our localInfants School. For the children
who are stil struggling it their phonics knowledge, it means they come to usin year three and are.
faced with a familir learning programme.

Values

Resilience - children are encouraged to build their stamina when learning spellings and completing the.
8ig Spell

Reflection — children regularly ook back at thei previous learning to support new lessons.

Responsibilty - children are expected to take responsibiiy for thei learning, partcipating actively in
lessons and always trying their best

Relationships — children share work and ideas with thelr peers in a supportive environment

Respect - children willrespect each other and allow for allchildren to work to the best of their ablity by
helping to support and positive learning environment.

Impact - How do we know if we’ve achieved our aims?
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| Allow the chldren to express.
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Encourage the childrento.

Encourage the childrento speak audibly.

Teach skl that Values - Restlence, theiropinons, artculate participate with ifferent groups and confidently before an audience (for
progress from Respect, Reflection, feelingsand sten to and ofchildrento present deas with ‘xample when leading las and whole-
year3 toyears Retatonships anc. respond appropriatelyina confidence, valuing the views of school worship; when performing in
Responsibity range o iuations, others. school plays)
y < < 3\ C
\1w1'-
Implementation - How do we achieve our aims? &£ [ Talk

Listen

Speaking and lstening skl are fundamental to hildren's progress i allareas of the
curriculum, and the need for effective oral communication s vial to develop and
enhance ife skils.

Children are encouraged, through allessons, to lsten attentively and be confident
0 offer opinions appropriate to what has been discussed, as wellas observe and
challenge the views of others courteousy.

Children are able to confidently use specificvocabulary to express their opinions, making sure the words
they use are appropriate to the context o the discussion/lesson, and offer speculations about possible:
outcomes in.a range of situations. When speaking, children should be able to develop complex.
structures and speak n a luent and clear manner n a wide range of situations

Question

Children will be encouraged to formulate thoughtful questions by listening attentively.
‘Their developing questioning skills should enhance their understanding and, as they.
progress through the school, they should develop their use of questioning to suit a
Variety of situations including both open and closed questions.

Public Speaking, Debating and Performing

Throughout the school year,children are given a range of opportunites to use their public speaking.
skils both formall and informall.Inclass, children discuss and debate the important issues - especially
within PSHE lessons, where they learn to respect the views of others whilst gaining confidence to join in
discussions and debates when offering aternate views.If children wish t0 be school councillors or
House Captains, they need to prepare and perform their speeches to their class/ house. Children are.
als0 provided with opportunities to perform before an audience though the year 3/4 Christmas shows
and the year 5/6 end of year performances. Year 6/5 also perform their final leavers show.

{ Vocabulary |
Through  range ofdiscussons chidren will be given th ablty to evalte the
effectiveness and impact of thelr own and others’ word choices and consider
aternatives fr effect .5, expains how and why words and phrases have been adpted
for an argument. Know tha words can ave more thanane mearing.

Justify
‘Across the year groups, chidren wil be encouraged to offer reasoned ustifiations for
ther thoughts and des. As thy progress through the schoo,they should be
encouraged to articulate theiideas clarl with more complex opinions, elaborating on
ther deas as wel as taing note of the apinionsof others

Resilience - children are encouraged to participate in a range of different performance and learn their
lines

Reflection — chldren Iook back o previous performances and look at how they can make improvements
nthe future

Responsibilty - children are expected to take responsibiiy for learning thei lines, writing their own
speeches if they wan o be a candidate.

Relationships — chldren work closely together to support each other across a range of activites

Respect - children willrespect each other and allow for allchildren to work to the best of their ablity by
helping to support and positive learning environment.

* Impact - How do we know if we’ve achieved our aims?
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Children will [ children wil be able to

have been explain how their use of
taught the skl the school values helped

that progress. to achieve their goal in al
from year 310 their witing.

By the time children leave year6, they.
willbe confident communicators who
are able tolsten and speak with
Kindness and empathy and explain their
ideas with carity and confidence,

a T

( D Children wil be given arange of
Children il confidently have: activitis in which they need 1o speak
partcipated na ariety of clarly and with confdence n a varety
activitis including debating

of situations including small-scale:
thoughts courteously, sharing.
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Implementation - How do we achieve our aims?

. Givechitren the
Teach skils toconfidently the voeabulary =
thatprogress ] Develop our core nesdedtomesmata | | ocsmesdedto
through each prasiy SRValues it i =
phaseof oz thovghs queions | | co0cspsand
k) e S undersncing CAlis o
X -

Planning
Science i taught on @ weekly bass and our curiclum s designed 35  two year ollng
programme with chiren covering each topi orce durin thlrtme i each phase of K52
Every KS phase wil buid pon learing from peior yers therelore developing 3 depth of
understanding and progresson ofknowledge and skls. Where spprorite, cence lssons
form part of the whol schoo opi but where this it s not approprae,science i aught
iscretly. Lessons are carehlly planned to enure they mest the obectivs o the Katonal
Curriclum withcpportunities for working scienfcal using ach of the v enduirytypes.

Assessment

“Ongoingformativ assessment s used constantly inorderfr teachers to dentify next steps
‘andpick up on any scietii misconceptions. Teachers are provided wth the progresion of
Iearning s tht they know what has come before and what comes aftr. At the end ofa un,
Chidren complte an end of unit 15 which teachers us 10 ssces understanding and tis =
recorded on EAZMAG. WS kils ae assessed on an ongoing bas,asorecorded on EAZMAG.

Working scientfcally involves the processes of science, inclucing understanding the sorts of scientific
uestons; the design of experiments;reasoning and arguing with scientfic evidence; presenting data in 3
range offormats and analysing and interpreting data. Working scientfcally at BIA involves:
= Comparative & fir testing  Observing over time » Patter Seeking « dentiying,classfying & grouping »
Research using secondary sources »

[ Vocabulary

The key vocabulary for each unitis progressive throughout each phase of KS2. This vocabufary s
displayed on our classroom displays and features on each topic’s knowledge organiser. Chldren are
encouraged to use and spell key vocabulary with accuracy.

( Values

Resilince: Investigations give us the opportunty totry out our deas and make changes when things
don'tgoright the first time.

Extra Curr Opps

Respect: We respect ather people’sdeas and suggestions.

‘Schoolviits are arranged to support the science and whole school curriculum. These have | | Relaionships: We work together ina team to cary out investigations.
Included Magna, The National Space Centre and 2 visit rom an inflatable planetarium. The | | Reflection: When writing conclsions about what we have learn, we refect on ou findings and on our

Skype A Scientist website i used to make contact with scientists in the world of work ang | | Biorsientfc nowledge

provide experiences for our chidren to reinforce and deepen learning.

Responsibiity: We use equipment and resources responsibly and safely. We take care of our work

including speling and presentation of wrtten work.

‘Our SEND pupis acces the science curriculum ia thei teacher's assessment. Lessons are carefull planned and resourced so our SEND children can access their learning with scaffoldng,that engages and challeges.
them. As our curicuum is progressive and skis are mapped out across the Key Stage phases, teachers can rack back to support leamers working at a level below their chronologica age. Teachers and Teaching.
Assistants support groups and often remove the barrer of recording work by scribing for indviduals and/ o groups. Ou clear assessment of science allows chidren to be taught based on ther sientifc slls rather
than thei skils n any other subjec.Jut because a chid has a special ecucationsl need in reading,forexample, ths doesn't mean they cannot be reater depth n science.

* Impact - How do we know if we’ve achieved our aims?
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Implementation - How do we achieve our aims?

(" Unit of learning

(" Enjoymentin

Lesson Structure.

Start of lesson:
V63/a Tacking times tables activity
¥15/6 WRM Flashback

@

Main Lesson: {}

The structure of your main esson may vary considerably depending on the
bjctive and the point of which you are i the unit of work this i flexible

and down to teacher judgemen.

Where recuired, ensure that children are support through a range of
scaffolding techniues:

structure

[ waths )
S OT—
e .

ACBIA we try o provide opportunities forhands.

on and active earning approach,incluing the
e of Acte Maths.

W set chalenges and problem sobing
opportunites-and where possble make links
with current ogic.

Models and Images

The progression document includes a range of

models and images thatcan be used to support
learning We encourage theuseof tescher
iudgement, o consider how and when these
modelsand images are sed.

The most comman concrete resource we use are:
dienes blocks, Cuisenarerods, bead strings, tns
frames and numicon.

The most common mages we use are art-part-
‘whole models,bar diagrams and number ines.

( Success

alsbites.

We blieve tht motivtion and enjoyment comes rom succes. Therefore we focus o expict teaching, smll teps of
progresson, making ks, supportve mocdels and images an guided groups to foter a love or mathematics or al chidren of

End of lesson: {}

Recap on learning- this may be an extension question, an opportuniy to.
demonstrate learning, 2 vocab task, marking work together, elf
assessment or children making a comment on their work.

Marking and feedback

Teschers spply th useof 1A rkinpolicy o provide feecback o pupit.This includes e markin, sef and peer markig,
pinand green marking an the use of RAG e assessment We aisouse verbal feedback s an efective meansoffeedback and

o promote dilogue on addressing misconceptions and nextsteps nlarning.

Impact - How do we know if we’ve achieved our aims?
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