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BRANSTON JUNIOR ACADEMY
PUPIL MOBILE PHONE POLICY
1.0 SCOPE
1.1 This Academy has the following aspirations:

Life is an unwritten page…our mission is to prepare children for an exciting and unknown future by encouraging Resilience, Reflection, Responsibility, Respect and Relationships. Together we will support children to write their own unique adventure, because ‘Learning is a habit for life’.

BJA Mission Statement
1.2 This policy outlines the nature, action and management of pupils being allowed to bring mobile phones to school. 
2.0 THE USE OF PUPIL MOBILE PHONES AT BRANSTON JUNIOR ACADEMY

2.1 As a rule, Branston Junior Academy discourages pupils from bringing phones to school, as there is a risk of them being lost, damaged or used inappropriately in school. 
2.2 However, we do understand that there may be a reason why a child needs to bring a phone to school, such as for children being able to contact someone in an emergency when they walk to/from school on their own.

2.3 Branston Junior Academy does class the bringing of a mobile phone to school, as a ‘privilege’ and not a ‘right’; and as such, should a child be found to be using a mobile phone to cause upset, it is feasible that this privilege be denied and they are not allowed to bring a mobile phone to school with them.
2.4 If a parent wishes their child to bring a mobile phone to school, various steps must be taken (see section 3.0), which includes the completion and return of a parental consent form.

2.5 On one-off special events, it may be that pupils are allowed to bring their mobile phone to school, for example when a child is leaving the school and is wanting to take photographs of their friends etc. For such one-off ‘special events’ information on storage of phones during school time, would be made available to parents, as appropriate – a parental consent form would not be required for such events. The use of mobile phones for special one-off events is at the discretion of the Headteacher.
2.6 Branston Junior Academy does not accept any liability for loss or damage of pupil phones whilst they are on school premises.

2.7 Pupil mobile phones are not considered vital to be removed from the school building in the event of an emergency evacuation.
3.0 ACTION AND MANAGEMENT
3.1 If a parent wished their child to bring a mobile phone to school, the following steps must be taken:

· Parents MUST complete and sign a ‘Mobile Phone Consent Form’ (a new one is required at the start of every academic year) 

· The mobile phone MUST have their child’s name securely on it

· The child needs to bring the phone into Reception as they walk onto school premises, and put their phone into a communal tray which is provided for such a purpose

· The mobile phone MUST be shut down / switched off whilst it is being stored in Reception, so that it does not ring/bleep or otherwise cause a nuisance to anyone working in that area

· The child will only be allowed their phone back at the end of the day, when they come to get it from Reception
3.2 Whilst completing the ‘Mobile Phone Consent Form’ parents are asked to ensure that their child understands that it is a privilege to be able to bring their phone to school, not a right; and as such this privilege can be withdrawn should their behaviour warrant it. Parents are also asked to ensure their child understands what they need to do each day to drop off / collect their phone. 

3.3 As part of the ‘Mobile Phone Consent Form’ parents are recommended to enable parental controls on their child’s phone and gives a link to an NSPCC website which gives useful information about keeping children safe on the internet.  
4.0 MONITORING AND REPORTING
4.1 Regular spot-checks are carried out to ensure that all mobile phones are named and that they correspond with an in-date, completed and signed ‘Mobile Phone Consent Form’.

4.2 This policy is monitored biannually. 
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Mobile Phone Parental Consent Form  
Dear Parent/Carer, 

We discourage pupils from bringing phones to school, as there is a risk of them being lost, damaged or used inappropriately in school. However, we do understand that there may be a reason why a child needs to bring a phone to school; although we class this as a ‘privilege’ and not a ‘right’. As such, should a child be found to be using a mobile phone to cause upset, it is feasible that this privilege be denied and they are not allowed to bring a mobile phone to school with them.

If a child does need to bring a mobile phone to school, then:

1. Parents MUST complete and sign a ‘Mobile Phone Consent Form’ (a new one is required at the start of every academic year) 

2. The mobile phone MUST have your child’s name securely on it

3. Your child needs to bring the phone into Reception as they walk onto school premises, and put their phone into a communal tray which is provided for such a purpose

4. The mobile phone MUST be shut down / switched off whilst it is being stored in Reception, so that it does not ring/bleep or otherwise cause a nuisance to anyone working in that area

5. Your child will only be allowed their phone back at the end of the day, when they come to get it from Reception

Please note that:

· the school does not accept any liability for loss or damage of pupil phones whilst they are on school premises

· pupil mobile phones are not considered vital to be removed from the school building in the event of an emergency evacuation 

If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school, please can you:

· Complete, sign and return the ‘Mobile Phone Consent Form’

· Ensure your child’s phone has their name securely on it.

· Ensure your child understands that this is a privilege and as such, can be withdrawn should their behaviour warrant it.

· Ensure your child understands what they need to do every day that they bring their phone to school, with regards to putting into / taking out of the storage area in Reception.

Please note that we do carry out spot-checks periodically to ensure that any mobile phones being stored in Reception, do correspond with a signed and in-date parental consent form.

On a final note, whether at home or at school, please remember that mobile phones provide easy access to the Internet which is full of fantastic opportunities but can also be a very risky place. It is important that we all work together to keep children safe. We strongly recommend that you enable parental controls on your child’s phone, and talk to your child about how to stay safe online. This website has good advice:  https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/ 
Thank you for your support.  

Yours sincerely  

Rachael Shaw 

Headteacher 

[image: image2.jpg]



BRANSTON JUNIOR ACADEMY MOBILE PHONE PARENTAL CONSENT FORM 

I/we give permission for our child (name) ………………………………………………………………. to bring 

their mobile phone into school. 

My child requires their mobile phone in school because: 

…..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

We have read the information in the BJA mobile phone parental consent letter and in the policy, and understand all implications.  

Signed ……………………………………………………………………

Date………………………………………………….  

Please return permission slip to Reception.


For office use:





________________ Academic year				Signed: _________________





_______________ Class					Date: ___________________
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